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Summary:  Nauset Model Railroad Club to host free, “magical” Open House events on Saturday afternoons from 1:00 to 4:00 during the holiday season.
Orleans, Mass. – There is something magical about trains at Christmastime, as visitors will discover at the Nauset Model Railroad Club this holiday season.  The club is hosting public Open House events from 1 to 4 p.m. on Saturdays, November 26 and December 3, 10, 17 and 31, at its location in the lower level of Hilltop Plaza on Route 6A in Orleans.  Admission is free.

“Many of our 60-plus members grew up with model trains under their Christmas trees, or seeing them in store windows and other holiday displays,” said Roy Jones, club president.  “We love to share that fun and excitement with visitors of all ages.  In addition, with support by members and guests’ contributions, we pass along the ‘magic’ by donating train sets to needy children via the Lower Cape Outreach Council’s ‘Santa’s Shop’ each year.”  

While it would take huge trees to stand above the club’s five large model railroads, each is decorated in other ways for the holidays, Jones said.  Miniature lighted trees dot the 2,500 square feet of landscapes, and wreathes adorn lighthouses, passenger stations and bridges.  Visitors may spot Santa on the observation deck of a passing train, or see Rudolph the reindeer hiding in an unusual place.  Even the club’s pet giraffe is wearing a special holiday collar. 
(more)
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In addition to running trains, club members are eager to answer questions and provide encouragement to modelers, new or advanced.  Many members have decades of modeling experience, and some are authors of railroading books and articles in international hobby magazines.   
“For nearly 175 years, railroads have been bringing families and friends together for the holidays,” Jones said.  “We like to think our model trains are helping in that tradition, rekindling fond memories of the past and creating new ones for the future.  What better place is there for people to visit on a chilly Saturday afternoon and get into the holiday spirit?” 

The Nauset Model Railroad Club is a non-profit organization that was founded in 1989. It moved to its current location in 2003 where it operates five layouts (G, O, S, HO and N scales) year-around.  The club has sponsored seasonal model and toy train displays in the Orleans area, and has built historically accurate models for museums and train shows.  Donated train models and related toys and puzzles also are available for sale at the club.  For more information and directions, visit [www.nausetmodelrrclub.com].
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